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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is responsive to amendment filed 06/04/2007 to the original 
application filed 08/07/2003. This action is made Final. 

A. Claims 1-20 are pending in the application. 

B. Claims 1,5, 13 and 20 were amended. 

Claim Objection 

2. Claims 14-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

As to claims 14-19 are objected to for lacking of antecedent basis, the phrase 
"The computer program product of claim 13" in claim 14-19 but there is no "The 
computer program product" mentioned in claim 13. The examiner assumes the phrase "A 
computer readable medium with instructions" for claim 14-19 for continuation of this 
examination. 

As such, claim 20 is ejected as incorporating the deficiencies of a claim upon 
which it depends. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this 
title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the 
various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were 
made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 
37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not 
commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 3.5 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Humphrey et al. (US Pub 2004/0003039) in view of Rekimoto (US Patent 6,470,341), 

hereinafter "Humphrey". 

For the convenience of the Applicant, the, Examiner has pointed out particular 
references contained in the prior arts of record in the body of this action. 
Although the specified citations are representation of the teachings in the art and 
are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages 
and figures may apply as well The Applicant should consider the entire 
reference(s) as applicable as to the limitations of the claims. 

As to claim 1 (Current Amended), Humphrey teaches a system for providing 
content in a modular presentation system (fig. 5; par [0056]), comprising: 
a plurality of displays (fig. 5, labels 502, 504A - 504F; fig. 1, label 191; par [0032], lines 
27-28; par [0057]), wherein each display neighbors at least one other display and all the 
displays communicate within a peer-to-peer system (Abstract; par [0024], lines 1-6; par 
[0036]), each of the plurality of displays associated with: 

an input device configured to receive a gesture input (fig. 1, labels 160, 161, 162; par 
[0032], lines 18-25; par [0028], lines 6-11); 
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and a processor (par [0028], lines 6-11), each processor associated with an I/O port and 
configured to interpret the gesture received by the associated input device (fig. 1, labels 
160, 195; par [0032], lines 23-33), each display processor configured with directional 
information for at least one neighboring display (fig. 5, label 510; fig. 7, labels 708, 710; 
par [0063]; par [0067], lines 23-27), each I/O port configured to receive and transmit 
messages to a neighboring display (fig. 1, labels 171, 173; par [0033]; par [0034], lines 
1-9), wherein each processor is configured to propagate content to a neighboring display 
(fig. 7, label 708; par [0067], lines 21-23). 

Humphrey does not teach at least a first display is in visual proximity to a second 

display. 

However, Rekimoto teaches at least a first display is in visual proximity to a 
second display (fig. 16, labels 25D, 26; col. 19, lines 58-63; col. 11, lines 63-67; col. 12, 
lines 1-2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Humphrey by having at least a first display is in 
visual proximity to a second display as taught by Rekimoto in order to provide the close 
proximity of users is assumed and enhances social interaction and the technique to 
transfer the information/files/objects between different computers with natural and simple 
operations (Rekimoto: col. 1, lines 22-38). 

As to claim 2, Humphrey further teaches each of the plurality of displays is 
configured to: 
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receive new content identification information (par [0024], lines 16-19, that by sharing 
the content, which gives the ability to receive, sending and transmitting; par [0064], lines 
1-8); 

and transmit old content identification information (par [0024], lines 10-20, that the initial 
connection will transmit previous information to obtain a common index of content ); 
and present content associated with the new content identification information (par 
[0013]; par [0024], lines 19-23); par [0036]). 

As to claim 3, Humphrey further teaches the new content identification 
information is received from a processor associated with a neighboring display in the 
reverse propagation direction (par [0013], par [0024], lines 16-20; par [0028], lines 6-17, 
that the systems are linked in a communications network and/or peer group which 
propagates in a forward/reverse directions based on the association with the adjoining 
client), the old content identification information is transmitted to a processor associated 
with a neighboring display in the forward propagation direction (par [0013], par [0024], 
lines 16-20; par [0028], lines 6-17), the forward propagation direction derived from the 
gesture input (fig. 7, labels 708, 710; par [0067], lines 21-27). 

As to claim 4, Humphrey further teaches the new content identification 
information includes: retrieving new content identification information from a memory 
stack (par [0024], lines 16-20, [0032], lines 9-14, that the shared content index, URL's 
and updates are stored on a memory storage device, which the updated information is 
available and the outdated information is removed or archived). 
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As to claim 5 (Current Amended), Humphrey teaches a method of providing 
content in a modular presentation system (fig. 5; par [0056]) having a plurality of displays 
(fig. 5, labels 502, 504A-504F; fig. 1, label 191; par [0032], lines 27-28; par [0057]), 
each display associated with a processor (par [0028], lines 6-11), input device (fig. 1, 
labels 160, 161, 162; par [0032], lines 18-25; par [0028], lines 6-11), and an I/O port (fig. 
1, labels 160, 195; par [0032], lines 23-33), the method comprising: 
receiving gesture input by an input device associated with a first of the plurality of 
displays (fig. 1, labels 160, 161, 162; par [0032], lines 18-25; par [0028], lines 6-11), the 
first display presenting a first content, the first content associated with a first content 
identification information (par [0013]; par [0024], lines 19-23); par [0036]); 
interpreting the gesture input (fig. 1, labels 160, 195; par [0032], lines 23-33) by the 
processor associated with the first display (fig. 5, label 510; fig. 7, labels 708, 710; par 
[0063]; par [0067], lines 23-27); 

retrieving a second content identification information (par [0024], lines 16-19, that by 
sharing the content, which gives the ability to receive, sending and transmitting; par 
[0064], lines 1-8); 

sending the first content identification information to a neighboring display (par [0024], 
lines 10-20, that the initial connection will transmit previous information to obtain a 
common index of content ); 

and presenting a second content at the first display, the second content associated with 
the second content identification information (par [0013]; par [0024], lines 19-23); par 
[0036]). 

Humphrey does not teach at least a first display is in visual proximity to a second 

display. 
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However, Rekimoto teaches at least a first display is in visual proximity to a 
second display (fig. 16, labels 25D, 26; col. 19, lines 58-63; col. 11, lines 63-67; col. 12, 
lines 1-2). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Humphrey by having at least a first display is in 
visual proximity to a second display as taught by Rekimoto in order to provide the close 
proximity of users is assumed and enhances social interaction and the technique to 
transfer the information/files/objects between different computers with natural and simple 
operations (Rekimoto: col. 1, lines 22-38). 

As to claim 8, Humphrey further teaches interpreting the gesture includes: 
determining the direction of the gesture (par [0024], lines 10-20, that the gesture 
includes updating, which is controlled by the user choosing a direction via a URL). 

As to claim 9, Humphrey further teaches retrieving second content identification 
information includes: retrieving a second URL from a memory associated with the 
display (par [0024], lines 19-23, that the URL's are stored in memory). 

As to claim 10, Humphrey further teaches sending first content identification 
information to a neighboring display includes: sending a first URL to the neighboring 
display (par [0024], lines 19-23, that the content discovery service provides an initial 
URL). 



As to claim 11, Humphrey further teaches: 
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propagating content, the direction of propagation derived from the gesture input (par 
[0024], lines 16-19; par [0028], lines 6-17), wherein propagating content includes: 
receiving the first content identification information by a second processor associated 
with a second display (par [0024], lines 16-19, that by sharing the content, which gives 
the ability to receive, send and transmit; par [0064], lines 1-8); 
and updating the second display to present content associated with the first content 
identification information (par [001 3]; par [0024]). 

As to claim 12, Humphrey further teaches propagating content includes: for 
each display that exists along the direction of propagation, wherein each display 
includes a current content identification information (par [0013]): 
receiving a received content identification information from a neighboring display in a 
direction reverse to the direction of propagation (par [0067]; 
sending the current content identification information to a neighboring display in the 
direction of propagation (par [0013]; par [0067]); 

and updating the display with the received content identification information (par [0013], 
lines 1-3; par [0024], lines 10-20; par [0032], lines 27-28). 

As to claim 13 (Current Amended), Humphrey further teaches a computer 
readable medium with instruction for execution by a computer (fig 1, labels 144-146; par 
[0028], lines 1-11) for providing content in a modular presentation system (fig. 5; par 
[0056]) having a plurality of displays (fig. 5, labels 502, 504A-504F; fig. 1, label 191; 
par [0032], lines 27-28; par [0057]), each display associated with a processor (par 
[0028], lines 6-11), input device (fig. 1, labels 160, 161, 162; par [0032], lines 18-25; par 
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[0028], lines 6-11), and an I/O port (fig. 1, labels 160, 195; par [0032], lines 23-33), 
comprising: 

computer code (par [0028], lines 1-11) for receiving gesture input by an input device 
associated with a first of the plurality of displays (fig. 1, labels 160, 161, 162; par [0032], 
lines 18-25), the first display presenting a first content, the first content associated with a 
first content identification information (par [0013]; par [0024], lines 19-23; par [0028]; par 
[0036]); 

computer code(par [0028], lines 1-11) for interpreting the gesture input (fig. 1, labels 
160, 195; par [0032], lines 23-33) by the processor associated with the first display (fig. 
5, label 510; fig. 7, labels 708, 710; par [0063]; par [0067], lines 23-27); 
computer code (par [0028], lines 1-11) for retrieving a second content identification 
information (par [0024], lines 16-19, that by sharing the content, which gives the ability to 
receive, send and transmit; par [0028]; par [0064], lines 1-8); 
computer code (par [0028], lines 1-11) for sending the first content identification 
information to a neighboring display (par [0013]; (par [0024], lines 10-20, that the initial 
connection will transmit previous information to obtain a common index of content ); 
and computer code (par [0028], lines 1-1 1) for presenting a second content at the first 
display, the second content associated with the second content identification information 
(par [0013]; par [0024], lines 19-23); par [0036]). 

Humphrey does not teach at least a first display is in visual proximity to a second 

display. 

However, Rekimoto teaches at least a first display is in visual proximity to a 
second display (fig. 16, labels 25D, 26; col. 19, lines 58-63; col. 11, lines 63-67; col. 12, 
lines 1-2). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Humphrey by having at least a first display is in 
visual proximity to a second display as taught by Rekimoto in order to provide the close 
proximity of users is assumed and enhances social interaction and the technique to 
transfer the information/files/objects between different computers with natural and simple 
operations (Rekimoto: col. 1, lines 22-38). 

As to claim 16, Humphrey further teaches the computer code for interpreting the 
gesture includes: computer code for determining the direction of the gesture (par [0024], 
lines 10-20, that the gesture includes updating, which is controlled by the user choosing 
a direction via a URL). 

As to claim 17, Humphrey further teaches the computer code for retrieving 
second content identification information includes: computer code for retrieving a second 
URL from a memory associated with the display (par [0024], lines 19-23, that the URL's 
are stored in memory). 

As to claim 18, Humphrey further teaches the computer code for sending first 
content identification information to a neighboring display includes: computer code for 
sending a first URL to the neighboring display (par [0024], lines 19-23, that the content 
discovery service provides an initial URL). 



As to claim 19, Humphrey further teaches: 
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computer code for propagating content, the direction of propagation derived from the 
gesture input (par [0024], lines 16-19; par [0028], lines 1-17), wherein propagating 
content includes: 

computer code for receiving the first content identification information by a second 
processor associated with a second display (par [0024], lines 16-19, that by sharing the 
content, which gives the ability to receive, send and transmit; par [0064], lines 1-8); 
and computer code for updating the second display to present content associated with 
the first content identification information (par [0013]; par [0024]). 

As to claim 20, Humphrey further teaches the computer code for propagating 
content (fig 1, labels 144-146; par [0028], lines 1-11) includes: 
for each display that exists along the direction of propagation (fig. 5, labels 502, 504A - 
504F; fig. 1, label 191; par [0032], lines 27-28; par [0057]), wherein each display 
includes a current content identification information (par [0013]; par [0024]): computer 
code for receiving a received content identification information from a neighboring 
display in a direction reverse to the direction of propagation (par [0013]; par [0024]; par 
[0067]); 

computer code for sending the current content identification information to a neighboring 
display in the direction of propagation (par [0013]; par [0067]); 
and computer code for updating the display with the received content identification 
information (par [0013], lines 1-3; par [0024], lines 10-20; par [0032], lines 27-28). 

As to claims 6 and 14, Humphrey does not teach receiving input on a touch 
screen display. 
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However, Rekimoto teaches receiving input on a touch screen display (fig. 8, 
labels 22D, 24D, p; col. 13, lines 63-67; col. 14, lines 1-20). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Humphrey by receiving input on a touch screen display as taught by Rekimoto in 
order to provide easy to use input for the user via touch screen (Rekimoto: col. 1, lines 
22-38). 

As to claims 7 and 15, Humphrey does not teach determining whether the 
gesture is one of a move or transpose gesture. 

However, Rekimoto teaches determining whether the gesture is one of a move or 
transpose gesture (fig. 8; col. 13, lines 63-67; col. 14, lines 1-20). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Humphrey by determining whether the gesture is one of a move or transpose 
gesture as taught by Rekimoto in order to provide an enhanced display by interpreting 
the gesture to provide a display that is user controlled (Rekimoto: col. 1, lines 22-38). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 



5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Osberg whose telephone number is 571-270-1258. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30AM-5:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
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Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. . 
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